HEARING FROM GOD 

Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17)

People often wonder what it really means to grow in faith. Is it a feeling? Is it knowledge? Is it about more…more courage, more spirituality, more good works? 

In some way’s faith is simple to explain. It’s living life in response to what God is saying to us. Therefore, faith is an active and relational word. It’s God’s children taking the next step of obedience to their Heavenly Fathers instruction. So, to live by faith, which in turn grows our faith, we first need to listen.  

So how do we hear from God?

Thankfully, we don’t need to listen for an audible voice. God can of course speak that way if he chooses. But it’s rare. The main way he speaks is through the revelation of his written word, the bible. In giving us the scriptures, we have a solid foundation for our faith, and a reference point for our decisions. 

We hear God through the bible both generally, and specifically. 

Generally, as we study the bible over our lifetimes, we grow in our understanding of who God is, his character and the way he works in many circumstances. That strengthens the base we step off from in daily life. We don’t always need a specific word or instruction to know what to do, or not do. Like in a close relationship with a spouse, as intimacy deepens, we know what God thinks about many things and we trust his heart and character ahead of other influences.  

While we hear generally, God also speaks specifically to us. We need his wisdom and guidance for our lives personally, we need it in our family, in our business, and for our church. So how do we hear God speak specifically, and discern that we have heard him correctly?

To explore this question fully would take a book instead of a blog. And there are some excellent books you can read. One I have found particularly helpful is ‘The Divine Mentor’ by Wayne Cordeiro. I have personally benefitted from Wayne’s approach to hearing from God through the practice of journaling. 

As a follower of Jesus, a husband, father and a pastor, hearing from God has been the most important pursuit of my life. I am not smart enough or strong enough to chart my own course, or control life’s circumstances. But God is full of wisdom and mighty in power, and the great news is he wants to share it all with his kids. With you and me, his much-loved children. 

I have found that the simple practice of daily devotions, and regular journaling has been by far my clearest source of hearing God speak. His word comes through other sources too, and we always need the body of Christ for discernment, and to test and approve God’s prophetic word. But I have never been more convinced that God will always reward the simple pattern of listening, with real and practical wisdom for our lives and church. 

We have set aside term three at The Grove, as a three-month period of listening to God. We want to know what Jesus is saying about our future mission and purpose as a local church in our new spiritual home. And I am sure many in our church family are seeking wisdom and direction in their lives and calling as well. 

Let me outline some ways we are equipping the church to listen to God in this special season.

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATIONS

The course starts on Sunday the 18th of July. We will be exploring seven foundational themes for following Jesus. Each week’s theme includes five devotional readings. This is a core element of this season, to be reading the scriptures personally, and reflecting on the commentary by the author, Rev Dr John Sweetman. Then to discuss the weeks theme with a connect group or mentor. 

I pray this course would be used by God to build a strong foundation of faith in all our lives. I also believe it will equip us with an excellent resource to share with others, and use to make disciples for years to come. 

JOURNALLING

We have journals for sale for $5 each on the information table. I pray many would purchase one for this season, as a place to record what God is saying. For some, you might prefer an electronic journal. I switched to a note taking app a couple of years ago, as my handwriting got worse! Plus, I like how it syncs across my devices. It’s really up to personal preference.

There isn’t one right way to journal. I like to think of it as my spiritual history. It’s the place to write out honest prayers, to record verses that impact me or come as a promise, and to record the key moments of God working. I forget things so easily, so to me, journaling is how I remember and track God’s words and actions in my life, and the church.   

I find the SOAP method that Wayne Cordeiro teaches in The Divine Mentor is an excellent tool for discerning God’s voice through scripture meditation. It works like this.

S – SCRIPTURE

After reading a passage and the commentary if using a devotional guide, write down the bible reference and summarize the passage in a sentence. 

O – OBSERVATION

What is one thing that stood out? You don’t have to remember everything, or even fully understand the whole passage. The Holy Spirit usually makes one thing connect with us. 

A – APPLICATION

How does the observation apply to your life or to our church? What are some action steps this word could be calling you or us to take? 

P – PRAYER

Commit what you have heard God say in prayer. You might like to start by writing the prayer out, that way you can look back on it one day. If it’s clear direction, ask God to give you the courage and opportunity to step out in faith. If you are not sure you have it right, ask for greater clarity, and in some situations talk to another Christian you trust about it. 

*examples of the SOAP method are included on additional pages at the end of this blog.

PRAYER GATHERINGS

Of all the times God has revealed his vision and guidance to The Grove, our times of gathered prayer are at top of the list. Prayer not only makes a difference in overcoming in the spiritual battle, in seeing doors open and people hearts and circumstances change. Praying together clears the fog and helps us see God’s heart and vision for us more clearly. 

What began as 21 days of prayer for revival, we hope will continue and increase among us. That faith-filled prayer would keeping rising up, as more and more gather in our weekly meetings and regular prayer events. 

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

[bookmark: _GoBack]May the Lord abundantly bless you in term three, as together we lay a spiritual foundation of faith for the years to come. 

Marty
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